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Middleſex County Rate. 


PLAIN STATE or FACTS, 


vn Anſw er to the a taken by chats 0 ho are 


int tereſted in oppoſing the Bill now pending for 


empow cring the Juſtices to make a fair and equal 


County Rate. 


A Peruſ. of * follow ing Abſtract of the Fetizion which has 

been preſented by the Parith of SY. Mary-le-Bone againſt the Bill, 5 

may enable the Reader more inunediately to apply the Facts in = 
| anſwer to the Objections of the Petitioners. 


Ihe a alledge, that the making a fair and equal County 
Riatc Na been only a fpectous Pretext for introducing into the 


Heute 0 Of Commens the Bill there Pe ending. 


That the Land Ou ners, 8 Veſtrymen, and Houſe- 


lieder of the Pariſh of Marv-le-Bone feel themſelves much 


arorieved Nould the. Bill be carried into a Law, the Object of 


„ olorming, and {ending to ſubvert 
all the ancient Quotas of Contribution to the County Rate of Mid- 
dlefex, which have (they fax) been eſtabliſhed by Cuſtom, and 


811 


finally fixed by the Legitlature fince the 12th Year of the Reign 


of his late Najetiy Rin Geor Te the Sccond. 


That the Petitioners have p urchaſcd Eſtates, and expended large 


Sums of bins in modern Buildir vs, under the Faith of Parlia- 


mant, and Would be greatly injurcd, and the Inhabitants of othe 
A Par ine 


n propoetionabiy Devianed at their Expence, in the future 
Aſſeſſments, by the preſent Bill being 8 into a Law, on the 


:fionary Bajis of Equity. 


They then proceed 10 alk Reaſons, and alledge upon no other 


n Foundation than Surmile, that the haves 266 of ns Bill is a 2 dan- 
| _ Innovation. 


: The Object of the hn Statement is to refute the above Aſ- 
. by a ſimple Detail of Facts. 


That the County Rate is paid by the Ovation of the Poor of each 


pPüariſh and Diſtrict out of the Monies in their Hands, collected on 


the Poors Rate, and bo e for the 2 Furpotes, viz. 


f To build and repair County Bridges. 


” To build and repair County Goals, and ” 


__ Houſes of Correction. 
: To repair Shire Halls and Scflions Houſes. 
To maintain County Priſoners. 


| To pay the Coroners of the County their 
Allowance, and F ces, | 


: To diſcharge the Expence of Public Profe- 


cutions. 


To provide for the 83 of — 


of a certain Deſcription. 


| To maintain and paſs Vagrants, and ſundry 
other Matters. 


- That fork Txpiniiiuns we for the gracal Dinka and Ne 


tection of every Diſtrict throughout the County, and therefore each 
Diſtrict ought, according to its Value, to contribute its juſt Pro- 
portion to the Expence ; for nothing can be more juſt than that the 


Expence of affording Protection ſhould be according to the Value 


of the Property to be protected; but the moſt ſtrongly urged Ar- 


gument of the Petitioners ſeems to be an Attempt to maintain 
Bs the 


— — 
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the en of this waty equitable Rule, viz. That the Diftrict 
which contains the ſmalleſt Quantity of Property ought to pay the 
moſt for Protection; the injured Pariſhes therefore contend, that 
the preſent Bill is founded upon ſuch perfectly fair and reaſonable 


Principles, that it wall remain unſhaken by the — offered 
| by the Petitioners. | ah 


5 To live in any Pariſh without paying Taxes wank certainly | 
be very deſirable ; but is it reaſonable to bear the Burthen of thoſe 
Expences which are increaſed by and in Proportion to the Extenſion 


of our own Pariſh, when it is our Duty to a Ta 
Share for « our own Security ? 


5 The following is 3 of the preſent Unequal Rate. 


SOD © | PROPORTIONS of the Rates in One 
" TAL. | | Year, amounting to f 12000 


_ Welminfler . - » » 650,000 | 
 Mary-le-Bone . 's 8 


— 2 


1 


* che firſt County Rate Act, 22d Henry 8. it was directed 
chat every Inhabitant ſhould be aſſeſſed as the Juſtices ſhould 
think convenient and ſufficient; and by 43 Eliz. c. 3. the 
Aſſeſſiment was to be laid rateably on each Pariſh; and by 19g 
Car. 2. c. 4. reſpe& was to be had to the Value of the Parijh ; 
but by 12 Geo. 2. c. 29, after referring to the various Count 
Kate Acts then in force, Power is given to the Juſtices of the Peace 
to make one general Rate or Aſſeſſment for ſuch Sum or Sums of 

Money as they i in their Diſcretions ſhall think ſufficient to anſwer 
all and every the Ends and Purpoſes of the before-recited Acts, 
Inſtead and in lieu of the ſeveral ſeparate and diſtin& Rates by 
thoſe former Acts directed to be made, which Rate it is declared 
fhall be aſſeſſed uon every Town, Pariſh, or Place, in fuch Pro- 
portions as any of the Rates theretsfore made in Pur fuance of 
_ the ſaid ſeveral Aits, had been uſually affe Nell. 


The ON. Fo this bpreſent Bill to reſtore that Reipect to Valuc 

a Rinne, uhich has been loft by the inaccurate Penning, or miſtaken 

Conttriiction of tlie Jail recite 4 Statute, and to make a Fair and jult 
CHüntr Nate, by which coch Dillrict will, according to its Value, 
Contribute its jut 115 ortion to un {xapeice tor the Protection and 
Punclit of the Whole—the Jullices conceiving themſelves bound 
by the Er ER ut © the Time of paſting the Act, continued the 
| Aefln nt according to the Rate made next preceding the pafſing 

that Act; upon the Cale being removed by Ceortiorart, the Court 
of King Bench admitted the Juſtice of the Application, but de- 


clared it hal not Power to vary the Quota, though convinced of 


lhe Equity of the Ce in facour of the Appeliants, and that 
the Ericeance compar N he, "04 only be redrefſed by Par- 


 liament. 


"ei is W its Obferra tion, that out of 101 Pariſh ies + nd Ditricts 
in the County of ALTA bed, the large and 8 Parith of Sf. 
Alary-le-Bone ſtands cone in its Oppotition to the equitable Prin- 
_ciples of the preſent Bill. They ſay, that if the Bill ſhould pats 


into a Law, it will not only materially affect the Inhabitants of 


St. Ma ry-le- Bone, but lead to an Alteration in the rating of Pro- 
perty through the Ring.& 


_ Landed Intereſt. : 


To prove. A unounded ſuch an Idea is, it is only requiſite 


to ſtate that the Counties of Suffolk and Surry, and many other 


Counties, do now make, and have for Years paſt made, fair 


and equal County Rates, and hear and determine Appeals at every 
Seſſions, without any Refpect to the Land Tax, or affecting 


the Landed Intercit of the Kingdom; and alſo, that the Land Tax 
is a Tax upon the Owner, made to raile a certain Sum which is 
fixed in certain Quotas and Proportions upon each Diſtrict, andcan- 


not be increuſed, and forms a part. of the Public Revenue: whereas: 
the County Rate is pail by the Occupier, being taken from the 


Poors Rate, and is in its Nature uncertain and fluctuating, and 
rapidly increaiing. 


It is allo ſubmitted that the Increaſe of Buildings and Inhabi- 
tants tend further to the increale of the County Rate, and that the 
Ieffer 


1, and alto affect the Land Tax and 


ws | 
WJ 


{tor Diilricks, wivte local Situation prevents any Increaſe of 


Rental, will be grievoully * it ſuch Burthens continue upon 
their 1 OOrs Rate. 


That the Expreſſion dangerous Innovation, is very unfairly 
applied to a Bill that has for its Principle and Baſis ad the an- 
tient Laws, and is intended for the equitable Purpoſe of making 
_ exch Diftrict contribute its fair Proportion to an Expence by w hi ch 

it is * and benefited. 


* fs the Seve '® Statement, can any reaſonable Anſwer be given 
why St. Mary-le-Bone, who has fo great a Number of Inhabitants, 
and oc cations ſuch a confiderable Part of the Burthen, and participates 
in all thc Advantages tor which the Rate is made and expended, 


ſhould not contribute Its fair and juſt Proportion with its Neigh- 
bours ? 


In the origin: al a efments the Quotas and Propmrtians were juſt _ 
and fair; but by the Means above ſtated, the Diſproportion has 
riten to ſuch an amaſing Degree, that it necds only the tubjoined 
| ns. to exhibit the Neceſſity of the preſent Bill. 


ANNUAL RENTAL of Occupiers PROPORTIONS 3 n exe Your 


in the ſeveral Diſtricts. towards the County Rate on each 

- 7 Rental. | | 
> * | . F © 4. | 4. 

St. XIary- le- Strand — 7 A 

Rolls Livery  —; — 8.000 13 1 --& 

St. Paul Covem, Carden 32,000 | 390 12 24 

» — Pp, , | | 8 

St. Marp-le- Bone — 312,000 | 34 13 9 


So that Mary-le-Bone, which bears a Proportion of Forty- four 
to One, as oppoſed to St. Mary-le-Sirand, pays only £54. and a 
Fraction, whilit St. Mary-le-Strand pay's £215- and a Fraction, 
that 1s nearly. four Times as much. 


The REN Facts arc ES and clear; they are ſupported 
by Records the moſt reſpectable and authentic, and it remains 
ſearcely requiſite to point out their Application in Refutation of the 


a __ Objections 


Cniecions Bait n kittt the very whel ur and falutary Bill nov 
per ling in tir ente, to. cnable the mabing a fair County Kate 
in Addic/cs, W hien vill eftectually reſtore the ancient Quota or 
Contrib} m.-—Þ+ way, however, be, ſtill p. ermitted to DN Hot 

mc fow Obtervynims unich natura! [lv occur. 


OBSERY ATIONS, 


SO far trop the Bill now dending being introduced under 4 
tp: cious, and, as the Petitioners world inter,. a tallacious pretext, | 
it appears ehrt it is ane hon Facts incontrovertible, f fairly ſtated, 
_ 3 to by the 855 it of tie eh, and eally intong d 5 


Pikriet. 


Thok whe petit! on agaimt the Bill appear not to he agoriev ved, 
but to have rocevived a contiderable Benefit trom the Millake: which 
| has originated by the Confiruction put on the Stat. of 12th Geo. 2. 
and the Remedy propofed is neither novel or alarming, ncither does 
it tend to tubyert any ancient Quota of Contribution citabliſhed by 
Cuſtom, and ftertled by the Legiſlature, but to reſtore and re- 
eſtablith the ancient Cuſtom of rating, as evidently recognifed and 
ratified by the Legillature, and erroncouſly departed from, itt 
Obedience to the Letter, Nic: ad « of the Spirit of tlie lall-ment! oacd 
Statute. | 


5 The Property of Lands and Houfcs is not aiccted by the Co: unty 
Rate, it affects the Cecupiers with Regard to their perſonal Property 
only, and not the Owners of the Inheritance; therefure, no In njury 
 arites to the Petitioners by its being reſtored to its ancient Mode of 
rating, other than compelling chat Claſs of them who are Houſe- 
holders to contribute what originally the Lav intended they ſhould 
do to defray the Expence of 4 Police and Eftablithment, the Benefit | 
of which they enjoy egually with all the other Pariſhes in the 
County; and inſtead of injuring the Petitioners by the Remedy 
. propote d by this Act, it is only re:lrefling a Grievance, the Weight 
ot which ha: tallen on tac other Parithes, whillt that of St. Mary- 
le-Bone 
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Bone las for ſo many Years, and to fo enormous an Amount, 


benefited by the Miſconſtruction, or the inadvertent Wording of 
the Act, which was intended to preſerve that Diſcretion and Impar- 


tiality originally founded on the real, and not viſionary Baſis of 


| Equity; 2 ad only by Miſtake, and Want of Attention, ſubverted 
in Oppoſition to the ſubſiſting Law, and genuine — of the 


Englith Conſtitution. 


The little Connection ef the preſent Meaſure with, and its 


being wholly independent of the Land Tax of the Kingdom, is 


too evident to admit of further Comment, and is only an Inſinua- 


tion thrown out by the Petition to endeavour to excite Alarm in 
the Minds of Gentlemen poſſeſſed of Landed W and on... 
* them _ the preſent Bill. 


It is w r Obſervation, that out of 104 Pariſhes and Diſtricts 


I the County of Midaleſex, the Pariſh of St. Mary-le-Bone ſtands | 
alone in its Oppolition to the cquitable Principles of the preſent 


PLAIN STATE OF FACTS, 
” or 
Þ Anſwer to the Objettions taken by thoſe 
who are intereſted in oppoſing the 
Bill now pending for empowering the 
Juſtices to make a fair and equal 
County Rate. 5 hs 


